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A corps of priests and a standing-room-only crowd of about 1,000     

people greeted Sister Cathyôs loved ones as they entered St. Francis of 

Assisi Church with her ashes for a celebration of her life. The diversity of 

the gathered community was testament to the bridge-building work of 

Sister Cathy over these many years. The energy in the church was full of 

raw sadness and great joyðsadness at losing her but joy for all that had 

been shared over the years, remembering our connection, history and 

common purpose.  And everyone had a Sister Cathy story. 

Bishop Wenski recalled the first time he met Sister Cathy. He was      

attending a meeting at the Mexican-American Cultural Center in San     

Antonio as a seminarian.  He noticed a large white van pull up with    

Sister Cathy and Sister Ann in the front seats and a good number of        

migrant farm workers in the back who, the Sisters explained, ñjust hap-

pened to come along for the 1,159-mile ride.ò  Two days later when it 

was time to head back to Florida the farm workers reappeared, ready for 

the ride home.  ñI think any one of us here has a story about the nuns 

from Apopka,ò said Bishop Wenski, whose comment sparked laughter 

and applause. ñI know I sure do.ò 

Sister Ann remembered the feisty side of Sister Cathy as well as the humorous.  One year, she recalled, 

Sister Cathy got so fed up with the U.S. government she was determined to form an alternative political 

party. But the story that really touched the gathering was of Sister Cathyôs love of music and how, even 

though she was tone deaf, she loved to singðloud and often. ñIt didnôt matter to Cathy; she would just sing 

as loud as she could,ò said Sister Ann. ñShe just loved life.ò 

Sister Cathy died January 5, 2010 after suffering a massive heart attack. Symbols dear to her vision and 

work with the community were offered during the bilingual mass which featured the beautiful music of 

Grupo Huellas, a ritual procession to accompany the Intercessory Prayers and presentation of the gifts, and 

the readings Isaiah 61, Corinthians 13, and Matthew 5, all selected by Sister Cathy.  Before the final   

blessing, Sister Cathyôs sister Maryann Geraghty thanked everyone for their loving support over the years. 

Sister Cathy had struggled with Type 1 diabetes for her entire adult life, heart surgery and the amputation of 

her left leg had weakened her. But as her sister emphasized, Sister Cathy never lost her zeal to right any 

wrong, face any  foe or tackle new challenges for a better world. Then Katie Kendrick sang an Irish blessing 

in honor of Sister Cathy, while Sister Ann added Sister Cathyôs name to the parish Book of the Dead. 

After the service everyone gathered in the church hall where the celebration continued with food, a photo 

presentation of Sister Cathyôs life and lots of conversation and music, from Irish jigs to Latin rhythms, end-

ing with Abbaôs ñDancing Queen.ò  It was a beautiful day and a fitting tribute to an amazing life. 
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The tour ended next to the reflec-

tion pool with a picnic lunch which 

allowed them to reflect on this once 

a year opportunity. The students 

were surprised by how big UCF is 

and how close it is for commuting 

from Apopka. 

Others liked the idea of living on 

campus or in nearby apartments.  

Appealing to some was the beauti-

ful gym and pool area. Trips like 

these are provided for HCC youth 

through its College Access         

Program under the direction of 

AmeriCorps member, Karen Moran.  

One of the most important religious celebrations in Central and 

South America is the feast-day of Our Lady of Guadalupe on     

December 12. On that day in 1531, the appearance of Mary, the 

Mother of God, occurred and she gave an important message for 

the people of God to a poor Indian named Juan Diego. Mary      

appeared to him as a pregnant mestiza woman.  

 Sr. Ann loves this tradition because it is an important message for 

all of us.  She says, ñSuch a miraculous encounter raises up the 

poor and downtrodden and calls us to build inclusive communities where the poor speak to power and are 

heard. ñThe youth from HCC honored la Virgen de Guadalupe by dancing at the celebration of the Misa   

Guadalupana in Apopka and Mt. Dora.  

 

Message for the People 

 

The 29th Annual Toy Sale was held on Wednesday, December 16 at St. Francis 

of Assisi Parish Hall.  The event gave over 450 families the opportunity to pur-

chase new toys, books, bikes and gifts at a reduced price for their children and 

family members.   

The donation of new toys began in late September and continued until the     

actual sale date.  On the Monday and Tuesday before the sale, over 65         

volunteers and staff helped set up the shop, sorted toys by age and gender. 

They also assisted in manning the tables and helping the families with their             

purchases. 

Hope CommUnity Center is very thankful to our annual supporters who donated toys but also to the new   

donors who helped make this a successful event.  We look forward to our 30th Toy Sale. 

 

The UCF Admissions Office gave 

seventeen students and four adults 

a talk and tour on November 23.  

The opportunity to visit one of the 

largest institutions in our country 

was appreciated by all.  The seeds 

of future possibilities were  planted 

in all who attended. 

 


