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Night of Celebration & Thanks. One of the many programs represented by five Apopka High School students 

was the newly formed Darter Dollar$ branch of the youth credit union.  These students did a fantastic job!  

They were outgoing and eager to tell the donors about the work they are doing.  They talked knowledgably 

about the credit union, the habit of saving, and the importance of educating their peers about personal fi-

nance.  They fielded questions with confidence and poise.  Youth credit union project coordinator,  Jenny 
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each of them had grown since I began working with them last October.  They have really come a long way 
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Michael Vargas wins Sierra Club Trip  
               Hope CommUnity Center Spotlight  

The ESL Cooking Classes 

are in full swing this 

month and they are a 

hit! The students have 

been practicing their 

English conversational 

skills in the kitchen 

through the hands-on 

process of cooking! So far, the students have learned to 

prepare guacamole, homemade pizza, pancakes and 

chocolate chip muffins. In addition to reading the recipes 

and following the steps to make the dishes, some of the 

students have stepped up to show the class in English how 

to make dishes from their own country such as Pupusas (El 

Salvador), Posole Verde (Mexico) and Flautas (Mexico). 

We depend on our volunteers here at HCC to keep 

the program running and the English conversation flowing. 
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(Level 3 teacher), and expert conversationalists Linda 

Smith and Jenny Trump. 

                

Thereôs a Whole Lot of Cooking Going On . . . 
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his social skillsτhe is 

definitely an HCC favorite, bringing 

great energy to the center every 

time he walks through the door. 

Asked about his experiences at HCC, 
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also volunteered at HCC, including helping out with child-

care during the parenting classes (he is GREAT with the 
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nual fundraiser.  Michael is very excited about his trip to 

California and finishing high school.  After graduation he 

wants to attend college to study family law. 

    Upcoming Apopka High School Senior, Michael Var-

gas, was recently chosen to go to California to attend a 

Sierra Club Inner City Outings service Trip in July. The 

primary purpose of this service project is to improve 

the health of the forest surrounding the Sierra Club's 

Clair Tappaan and Hutchinson lodges, built in 1934 in 

Tahoe National Forest as a rustic retreat for hikers, ski-

ers, and mountain climbers. 

Michael is an active member of the Hope Community 

Center Youth Group, Sin Fronteras ς Beyond Limits. He 

came to Apopka about five years ago from Puerto Rico 

and entered the 7th grade speaking little English. Since 

then his English has improved dramatically, as  have 

Youth who participated in 
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Honoring Hope and Diver-
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ful fundraising event with a 
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tion of volunteer Chef Clay 

Conti.  

Young men and women 

made their own dough and 

chose  food items to deco-

rate and create their heart, 

SpongeBob, and other 

άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǇƛȊπ

zas.  

The evening ended with ice 

cream sundaes and a video of the event highlighting the 
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  Upcoming ESL Classes  
Summer Semester  
 June 1 ï July 29  

Monday and  Wednesday  
6:30 -8:30 p.m.  

Create Your Own Pizza Celebration 

Pepperoni adorns heart 

Sponge Bob gets pineapple hairdo 

Hands-on Cooks 


